Influence of chemotherapy on the phagocytic activity of mononuclear cells in patients with Hodgkin's disease.
The phagocytic activity of mononuclear cells (MNC) was measured in 18 healthy blood donors and 16 patients with Hodgkin's disease (HD) before and after a new chemotherapeutic cycle (Cyclophosphamide - Vincristine - Prednisone - Procarbazine, CVPP; Adriamycin - Bleomycin - Vinblastine - Decarbazine, ABVD) using radiolabeled, opsonized yeast cells. The phagocytic activity of the MNC of HD patients was found to be significantly higher than that of the healthy controls. In patients in whom chemotherapy induced remission or partial remission, phagocytic activity of MNC was also reduced significantly, while phagocytic activity was increased in two patients, whose clinical course was not influenced by therapy.